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Summary

Kozolec or hayrack is the most typical vernacular architecture in Slovenia (Slovenia is a small country between Italy and Austria, on halfway between Venice and Vienna). There are ten thousands of objects, everywhere in the country. First mentioned in 1689 the objects stand in their function until Today. The age of hayracks, in use Today, is between one and two hundred years.

It is connected to the Slovene nation, spread on the entire ethnic area of Slovenes. It is the only ethnical architecture I know.

DEFINITION: The hayrack/kozolec is a free standing,  permanent, mainly  wooden, vertical, open but roofed device for  drying  and storing hay and grain. Yesterday it was grain, Today is hay mostly stored.

Kozolec/hayrack looks like American barn, but it depends on use if its construction is single or double. Kozolec in its simplest construction is like two dimensional rack; and the most beautiful has two floors, balcony and staircase. The roof can be very simple or half-hipped tatched with straw, in wooden shingles or clay tiles.

The FORM of the hayrack is dictated by its function. On steep  slopes hayracks are single stretched ones, with supports, if  necessary. They  can  be found on plains, too, where they  consist  of  many "windows".  Further away from homes and in places where it  often rains,  they have a projecting roof attached to one "window"  for the protection of carts and people from sudden downpours.  Double stretched hayracks are built when windy conditions create a  need for additional stability. Their main function is storage and they are  generally more useful than the single stretched ones.  

There are two types of double linked hayracks: one can be found to  the North  of the Sava river, and the other to the South of it.  They differ only in the composition and in proportions of their fronts, both types by using squares. 

The  ORDER that defines kozolec/hayrack is one to square root of two,  which is in harmony with the surroundings (tree's trunk; use of the whole tree; principle of core and the frame..). The order is vital for the uniformity of  constructions.  The complex base is  simplified  to the  maximum  with  the help of a square and  its  diagonal (diagonal of the square with baseline, equal to one, is square root of two).  The principle  of composition is actually a visual  presentation  of the construction itself, seen from the front, or as well in the cross section. The  method of building is with the square simplified to maximum. For this reason, examples of deviation  from  the ideal proportions are almost never found.

The USE of kozolec/hayrack: at first, it was used for storing  grain, and later, until Today, for storing fodder. 

Problematic of protection is not in technique, there are problems with ownership and common protection by law can not be applied.

Today, due to the introduction  of cheaper  technology, it is only a remnant of former times, a  reminder of the Slovene national heritage, and as ethnical monument still wide in use. 

And the main thing: can we understand something and can we learn something from our grandfathers? I think all the heritage can not be forgotten knowledge only.
Link:   http://www.ijs.si/kozolci/
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